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knowledge of the population of Europe at the present
day is derived from the censuses which are now taken in every
European country. A census may be defined as an enumera-
tion of those within a certain area on a certain date. But to
distinguish a modern census from the kind of enumeration that
was sometimes practised in past times it is necessary to amplify
the definition. The enumeration must be complete; that is to
say, it must take into account persons of both sexes and all
ages and must not omit the members of any special classes
and castes or persons performing particular functions, whether
occupying privileged or inferior positions. The primary object
of the enumeration must be mere counting; it must not be
conducted with fiscal, military, or any other similar objects in
view, though the results may be of use for these and other pur-
poses. Again, it is of the essence of the matter that a modern
census is taken periodically, since it aims not merely at an enu-
meration on any one date, but also at successive countings from
which information as to the movement of the population may
be obtained. Thus defined, a census is a modern institution.
A Bill was introduced in 1753 providing for the taking of a
census in England, but, after passing through the House of
Commons, it was rejected by the House of Lords. It was not
until 1801 that the first census of Great Britain was carried out;
thereafter it has been repeated every ten years. In 1831 the
census was for the first time fully applied to Ireland. Though
England was a pioneer in this matter, the credit for taking the
first census of a modern kind must be given to the United States
of America. Owing to a clause in the constitution which ap-
portioned the seats in the House of Representatives according
to the population, of each constituent state, it was necessary to
obtain accurate figures. A census was taken in 1790 and has
been repeated at intervals often years. The practice of taking